
7.1
King Bolete
Boletus edulis, Boletus 
chippewaensis

7.2
Club-footed Bolete
Boletus clavipes

7.3
Boletus variipes
Boletus variipes

GROUP 7, IDENTIFICATION KEY :
WHITE FLESH, IMMUTABLE.
SUBGROUP 7A
RETICULATE STALK

White reticulations on a 
white background.

White reticulations on a 
brownish background.

White reticulations 
(rarely brownish) on a 
brownish background. 

7 A-1 Whitish reticulum 
on the upper part of the 
stipe or more.

7 A-2 and 7A-3 
Brownish reticulum on 
the stipe.



7.4
Separated-tubes Bolete

Boletus separans
Xantoconium 
separans

7.5
Atkingson’s Bolete
Boletus atkinsonii

7.6 
Bitter Bolete
Tylopilus felleus

7.7
Xerocomus tenax
Xerocomus tenax

Reticulum and stipe 
typically white at apex 
and base, brownish in 
the middle.

Brown cap, paler and 
finely cracked at 
maturity.

Pore surface initially 
white, later becoming 
pinkish.

Pore surface yellow to 
olive yellow, strongly 
reticulate-ribbed stipe.

7 A-2 White reticulations 
at the apex of the stipe, 
brown downward.

7 A-3 Brown 
reticulations all along  
the stipe.

SUBGROUP 7A
RETICULATE STALK

GROUP 7, IDENTIFICATION KEY :
WHITE FLESH, IMMUTABLE.



The King Bolete is found in all habitats, both resinous and deciduous. Its cap 
ranges from pale beige to dark red and its surface can be smooth, bumpy or 
alveolate. Immutable, the pore surface, white at first, changes to olivace yellow 
and then to greenish as the fruitbodies ages. The stipe is covered with a white 
reticulum on a white background, bulbous when young to become equal at 
maturity.

7.1
King Bolete
Boletus edulis, Boletus 
chippewaensis

Some mycologists consider the Club-footed Bolete to be only a variant of the King 
Bolete and have removed it from the list of species. 
The difference is that its stipe is covered with a white reticulum on a darker 
background; moreover, it would only be found under hardwood broadleaf trees. 

7.2
Club-footed Bolete
Boletus clavipes

The cap ranges from grey to yellowish, to dark brown. 
The stipe is decorated with a visible white or brown reticulum, but sometimes 
attenuated by a brownish or dark brown background. 
Unchangeable, the pore surface, white at an early age, turns olivaceous yellow at 
maturity; pores range from round to angular. 
Its white flesh is immutable when cut.

7.3
Boletus variipes
Boletus variipes

White reticulations on a 
white background.

White reticulations on a 
brownish background.

White reticulations 
(rarely brownish) on a 
brownish background. 

7 A-1 Whitish reticulum 
on the upper part of the 
stipe or more.

7 A-2 and 7A-3 
Brownish reticulum on 
the stipe.

SUBGROUP 7A
RETICULATE STALK

GROUP 7, IDENTIFICATION KEY :
WHITE FLESH, IMMUTABLE.



The cap is purplish lilac at the beginning to brownish yellow with age. 
The apex and base of the stipe are paler than the center; the purple or reddish 
color of the central part becomes darker with age. The white pore surface in early 
age turns yellow to brownish afterwards; it is immutable or becomes darker 
when bruised. 
Immutable white flesh when cut.

7.4
Separated-tubes Bolete 
Boletus separans
Xantoconium 
separans

Brown cap, velvety at a young age and cracked at maturity; margin of the cap 
with a narrow strip of sterile tissue. 
Reticulum thinner upwards and more pronounced downwards, whitish, tinged 
with purplish in places. 
Pore surface white at the beginning and then yellowish to brownish at maturity; 
circular to angular pores. Immutable white flesh.

7.5
Atkingson’s Bolete
Boletus atkinsonii

The bitter bolet is often confused with the King Bolete by beginners. 
If you have any doubts, you can easily taste it to find that it is inedible. Its stipe is 
covered with a brown or reddish reticulum on a brownish background. The pore 
surface is white at an early age and becomes pinkish at maturity. 
Its white flesh is immutable.

7.6 
Bitter Bolete
Tylopilus felleus

Cap brown to olive brown, cracked with age, yellowish flesh in cracks, margin 
sometimes lobed to irregular at maturity. Whitish to yellowish or reddish stipe, 
strongly reticulated in the upper part or at length. Pore surface yellow at the 
beginning, later olivaceous, immutable or changing color when bruised; pores 
large, round to angular.
White or pale yellow flesh, immutable or turning purple reddish when cut, 
sometimes yellowing or bluish above tubes.

7.7
Xerocomus tenax
Xerocomus tenax

Reticulum and stipe 
typically white at apex 
and base, brownish in 
the middle.

Brown cap, paler and 
finely cracked at 
maturity.

Pore surface initially 
white, later becoming 
pinkish.

Pore surface yellow to 
olive yellow, strongly 
reticulate-ribbed stipe.

7 A-2 White reticulations 
at the apex of the stipe, 
brown downward.

7 A-3 Brown 
reticulations all along  
the stipe.

SUBGROUP 7A
RETICULATE STALK

GROUP 7, IDENTIFICATION KEY :
WHITE FLESH, IMMUTABLE.



Trade names: King Bolete, Cèpe, Cèpe d’Amérique 
English name: King Bolete 
French names: Cèpe d’Amérique, Cèpe, Bolet comestible
Latin names: Boletus edulis, Boletus chippewaensis

7.1
King Bolete
Boletus edulis, Boletus 
chippewaensis

Trade names: King Bolete, Cèpe, Cèpe d’Amérique
English name: Club-footed Bolete 
French name: Cèpe à pied clavé
Latin names: Boletus clavipes, Boletus chippewaensis var. clavipes

7.2
Club-footed Bolete
Boletus clavipes

English name: Boletus variipes 
French name: Bolet à pied variable
Latin name: Boletus variipes

7.3
Boletus variipes
Boletus variipes

White reticulations on a 
white background.

White reticulations on a 
brownish background.

White reticulations 
(rarely brownish) on a 
brownish background. 

7 A-1 Whitish reticulum 
on the upper part of the 
stipe or more.

7 A-2 and 7A-3 
Brownish reticulum on 
the stipe.

GROUP 7, IDENTIFICATION KEY :
WHITE FLESH, IMMUTABLE.



English name: Separated-tubes Bolete 
French name: Bolet à tubes séparés
Latin name: Xantoconium separans

7.4
Separated-tubes Bolete
Boletus separans
Xantoconium 
separans

English name: Atkingson’s Bolete
French name: Bolet d’Atkinson
Latin name: Boletus atkinsonii

7.5
Atkingson’s Bolete
Boletus atkinsonii

English name: Bitter Bolete 
French names: Bolet amer, Bolet de fiel, Chicotin, Faux cèpe
Latin names: Tylopilus felleus, Boletus felleus, Suillus felleus, Dictyopus felleus, 
Rhodoporus felleus…

7.6
Bitter Bolete
Tylopilus felleus

English name: Xerocomus tenax 
French name: Bolet tenace
Latin names: Xerocomus tenax, Boletus tenax

7.7
Xerocomus tenax
Xerocomus tenax

Reticulum and stipe 
typically white at apex 
and base, brownish in the 
middle.

Brown cap, paler and 
finely cracked at maturity.

Pore surface initially 
white, later becoming 
pinkish.

Pore surface yellow to 
olive yellow, strongly 
reticulate-ribbed stipe.

7 A-2 White reticulations 
at the apex of the stipe, 
brown downward.

7 A-3 Brown reticulations 
all along  the stipe.

GROUP 7, IDENTIFICATION KEY :
WHITE FLESH, IMMUTABLE.


